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Global Senario
• Traditional Apparel textiles 

– highly competitive, cost sensitive market

– moving away from India

• Fashion and Functional Apparels
– Creating niche markets- local and abroad

– Better value realization

• Technical Textiles
– Hometech, mobiletech, meditech



National Council of 

Textile Organizations

(NCTO) USA

• Promoting 

manufacturing in 

USA

• Export to other 

countries



Major contributor (27%) 

to the EU textile industry.



Factors for Growth

• Fashion and lifestyle

• Rising demand from new application areas 

• Varying consumer preferences 

• Environment/Climate change and global warming 



Case study of GHCL

• Rekoop bedsheets

– Using recycled PET Fibres

& mixed with cotton

– Tagging them with DNA 

– (Applied DNA Science,

Inc., USA) 

Case Studies



37.5
• Keeping the body cool 

during activity

• Gives warmth during cool 

periods

• Odor absorbing

• Uses Natural materials

– volcanic sand



Neeman’s
• Natural fibre based 

(Merino wool)

• Comfortable, 

• Washable shoes

• Uses Recycled rubber



Under Armour, 

USA
• Replaced Elastane 

– Poor durability

– Poor drying time

– Odour

• Recyclable stretchable yarn

– Yarn texturing technique

– Modified polymer



Antimicrobial Fibres by Birla cellulose
• Fashionable, drapable

• Antiviral & Antibacterial

• Odour resistant

• Wash durable

• Natural, sustainable

• Fibre Tracer technology



Is Cotton Fibre Outdated?



No! it is one of the top fibres

• Inexpensive and versatile

• Breathable and cool 

• Soft (non abrasive to skin)

• Nonallergic

• Strong

• Easy washable

• Non static

• Insulating, traps air



• Sustainable material

– Natural resource

– Recyclable

– Non toxic

– Easy to dispose

• Easy to manufacture 

– processing and dyeing

What does 

this mean 

to a 

company?



Benefits 

to 

customer

• Soft and breathable

– Comfortable to wear

– Better night’s sleep

• Safe to wear

– Hypoallergic

– non clinging

– non melting (near heat)



Value 

to the 

Customer

• Easy care 

– Odor resistant

– Wear more wash less

– Low pill problem than 

polyester



Why is cotton’s share going down?



Sustainability 

& 

Social 

challenges…

• Environmental issues in 

Growing cotton 

– Uses insecticides and 

– Uses pesticides 

– Water & energy consumption

• Social issues
– Labour compensation

– Working conditions



Technological Challenges…

• Shrinks at consumer end

• Poor colour fastness

– wash fastness,

– light fastness

– short user life

• Slow drying

• Easy to crease

• Not seen as a Fashion

fabric

– No shine, 

– Does not body hug, 

shape



New Thinking…creating special space

• Innovation

– Special effects/ 

properties

– Uniqueness

• Sustainability

• Social responsibility

• Verifiable claims 

(tracking)

• Branding



Bring in Innovation

• Novel finishes/effect to mitigate technological 

challenges

– shrink proof, wash/light fast processing

– coating and laminating; 

– antiviral, antimicrobial

– water repellent, moisture management

– Anticrease

• Fashion driven



Bring in Sustainability & Social responsibility

• Removing harmful chemicals

• Using natural materials

• Avoid social exploitation

• Balance fashion with sustainability



Quality and Reliability

• International Certifications for
– Sustainable manufacturing

– Durable functional effects

• Tracable markers to
– Reduce counterfeiting (synthetic passed on as natural)

– Building confidence in customer



Branding based on…

• Environmentally conscious company

• Socially responsible

• Caring for the customers

• Value driven

• Verifiable claims



Case Study: Cotton on Group (Australia)

• Fashion cotton textiles

– Cotton on kids (9-14 years 

old), 

– Cotton on body (intimate 

wear, sleep wear, lifestyle),

– Factorie (youth fashion), 

– Supre (21st century girl 

fashion),

– Ruby (footwaer and 

accessories), 

– Typo (techware, décor)
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